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I compose this report in the midst of the district’s first days wherein in-person learning is 

happening in thirteen schools.  This is the first such occurrence in nearly a year.   While the 

smiles on students’ faces were hidden behind the mask they were wearing, one could see the joy 

in their eyes.  A return to in-person learning is a momentous occasion for students, first and 

foremost, their families, and the district as a whole. District teams are working in earnest to 

prepare for the next cohort of students scheduled for in-person learning in March.  What is more, 

we are quickly approaching the date on which high school athletics competition will begin 

(March 1, 2021).   April 9th is the next reassessment benchmark at which we will make a 

determination on next steps for in-person learning. 

 

The community is cautiously taking steps toward a return to familiar experiences and events.  

Thankfully, positive cases in Lynn are on a downward trajectory and the COVID-19 vaccine 

program at Lynn Vocational Technical Institute is underway and going well by all accounts.  

Here, I would like to underscore two important factors: the cautious approach employed with the 

return to familiar events and the fact that events with which we were once familiar will look and 

feel much different.   

 

While the school closure in March of 2020 was swift and abrupt, the return to in-person learning 

is not.  The district plan for a return to in-person learning thus far has prioritized a small group of 

high-need students.  Students in kindergarten are in the next cohort.  All together, these groups 

represent a very small percentage of the total LPS school enrollment.  This is intentional.  

Although COVID cases in Lynn are on the decline, they remain high.  Given that context we 

believe that movement toward increasing the number students learning in-person should be 

thoughtful and cautious.   Doing so reflects a deep commitment to our foremost priority - the 

safety of students and staff. 

 

As momentous and important as a return to in-person learning is, the district currently offers this 

experience to students whose needs we struggle to meet the most in remote learning.  While we 

fully acknowledge that remote learning can be challenging for a broad range of students, current 

in-person services are being provided for groups of students whose needs simply cannot be met 

in that format.  When those students returned on February 4th, there were indeed smiles and joy, 

but also a degree of bewilderment.  There were far fewer students on campus and in classrooms 

than in previous years.  There was consistent enforcement on protocols around social distancing 

for the safety of all. And, finally, the school day is much shorter.  This experience highlights the  



 

 

 

need for intentionality around transitioning students back to in-person learning.  Communication, 

planning, and even training will be necessary as it relates to safety.  Students will also need a 

clear picture in advance on what in-person learning will look and feel like and related supports 

should be in place.  As is the case in many facets of our lives, the school experience will be 

different going forward. We are and will continue to be ready to support students with the 

transition back. 

 

I am excited about where we are with in–person learning and I look forward to the next steps.  

The idea here is to convey with conviction that next steps will be taken prioritizing safety, 

caution, and the optimal student experience. 
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Patrick Tutwiler, PhD 
 


